
CONVERSATIONS WITH  

ALAIN DENEAULT 

Pascale Geoffroy, Mouton noir: What led you to write your many books 

denouncing the flaws of the system? 
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Rafal Naczyk, Alter Échos: What is “mediocracy”?  

Alessandro Censi, L’Unione Sarda: Is our era truly the era of the mediocre at the 

social, political, and economic levels?  
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Mathieu Dejean, Les Inrockuptibles: How did the mediocre take power, 

according to you? Since when have people been rewarded for being average?  
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Michel Abescat, Télérama: At the origins of mediocracy, you also insist on the 

increasing power of “governance.” 

 

Nicolas Monier, Technikart: It’s hard to speak of incompetence in the business 

world, since competence is so hard to assess. One can be good in one area, less so 

in another. You’ve raised the issue of mediocracy – what is your feeling on this 

topic? Can we be mediocre at work, and if so, how?  
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Victoria Gairin, Le Point: According to you, the expert is the figure that best 

embodies mediocracy. Isn’t this a paradox? We tend to think that experts bring 

society to a higher level.  
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Léontine Bob, Technikart: What are the unmistakeable signs of an extreme 

centrist?  

Aude Lancelin, Journal du dimanche: In contrast to the political black hole of the 

“neither left nor right,” which absorbs all kind of scattered forces, the far right 

has absolutely no fear of being different and asserting the singularity that makes 

it irreconcilable with others. What does the increasing power of the far right tell 

us?  



7  /  Mediocarcy 

 

Pierre Thiesset, La Décroissance: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 

French President Emmanuel Macron claim to be very close. When they met at the 

last G7 summit, they publicized their friendship and affinities all over the 

Internet. How would you describe their ideology? Are they perfect 

representatives of what you describe as the “politics of the extreme centre”?  
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Clément Arbrun, Les inrockuptibles: In a Guardian opinion piece, journalist 

Jesse Brown said Justin Trudeau was “the political equivalent of a YouTube puppy 

video,” more likely to provide entertainment on social media than play the part 

of a strong, distant political leader. Is this part of the modernization of political 

communications?  
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Olivier Petitjean, L’Observatoire des multinationales website: Are the Trump 

phenomenon and the rise of the far right in Europe in some ways the 

consequence of our political incapacity [as we face multinationals whose power 

goes beyond the scope of national sovereignty and international institutions]? 
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Natalia Wysocka, Métro (Montreal edition): Do you think that throughout this US 

election campaign, too many people have remained stuck in a posture of 

indignation?  

Ralph Elawani, Spirale: In another recent book, the very short Politiques de 

l’extrême centre, you criticize a number of extremely specific demands adopted 

by one group or another. These are sensitive issues that divide people: the right to 

carry arms if you are a conservative, for instance, or the rights of sexual 

minorities if you are a “liberal.” In other words, you seem to be attacking a 

machine that does not face any countervailing power, unlike political parties. 

What force can oppose a multinational? Where do you locate yourself in relation 

to liberalism? Is liberalism simply an acceptable representation of capitalism? Is 

it simply a tool that can be used to make us swallow anything?  
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Faustine Lefranc and Sylvain Derne, Mediagonal website: Your pamphlet 

Politiques de l'extrême centre ends with an ironic allusion to Indignez-vous, the 

short book published a few years ago by Stéphane Hessel [available in English as 

Time for Outrage]. Where Hessel says “Get indignant!”, you say “Get radical!” 

How can a citizens’ radicalism be asserted? 
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