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NO, WE WILL NOT PUBLISH GERALD STANLEY’S STORY
TORONTO—Several publishing houses in Canada received a request to meet with a legal representative of
Gerald Stanley from Robertson Stromberg LLP. In the email, Mr. Stanley’s former legal team, now acting as his
literary agents, stated that they “represented [him] in his recent criminal law matters and Gerald is looking to
share his side of the story.” Our press has rejected the request for a meeting and instead offered an
expression of our solidarity with the Boushie family. We would like to elaborate publicly on the reasons for our
commitment not to publish this story and we encourage other publishers to reject the request.
First, Mr. Stanley’s side of the story has already been told – and was validated, in wilful disregard of the facts
and expert testimony, by an all-white jury. His side of the story is already told through a general whitewashing
in public discourses that deny or minimize anti-Indigenous racism and violence, in our textbooks that erase
dispossession and genocide, and in the laws and practices that led to Mr. Stanley’s acquittal. To publish,
promote, and market Mr. Stanley’s side of the story would only contribute to the injustices experienced by the
Boushie family and all Indigenous people. It would also allow Mr. Stanley to gain financially from the death he
caused.
Second, the justice system’s handling of this case, from the RCMP’s appalling treatment of the Boushie family
to the selection of the all-white jury, provides yet another example of how our unequal justice system fails
Indigenous people. Our criminal justice system wrongfully and disproportionately convicts Indigenous peoples
and must change. To publish Mr. Stanley’s side of the story would only serve to perpetuate our unequal justice
system.
Third, we have a great deal of power as publishers to choose who is and who is not heard. We are decidedly in
favour of publishing the stories of the powerless, the advocates of social change, helping to uncover the
uncomfortable truths that implicate the status quo. If there is an untold side of this story that ought to be
published it is that of the one person who can no longer tell his story—Colten Boushie.
We hope that this statement will encourage any potential publisher to understand the irrevocable harm that
has already been done, consider the effects of publishing Mr. Stanley’s story, and instead stand in solidarity
with the Boushie family and their friends and allies—and continue to demand justice for Colten Boushie.
This statement is undersigned by the Editorial Committee of Between the Lines.
For further information contact: David Molenhuis, Publicist, or Amanda Crocker, Managing Editor at
416.535.9914.
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